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Characters (in order of appearance): 
 
Mikey  Male, a young man with cerebral palsy, in a wheelchair 
Gary   Male, his twin brother 
Lily   Female, their mother 
Sally  Female, a carer in a Home 
Lou  Female, an eight-year-old girl 
Debs  Female, an eight-year-old girl 
Trevor  Male, an eight-year-old boy 
Dean  Male, a carer in a Home 
Pete  Male, a fantasy pub landlord with one eye 
Sheila  Female, fantasy girl in pub 
Shona  Female, fantasy girl in pub 
 
Carers There are several carers throughout the play, they are numbered 

according to appearance in scene, but do not need to be consistent 
with other scenes 

 
Bottled Up was first performed at the Lyric theatre in Hammersmith in 
June, 2018, based on the Space production from October 2015 under the 
title “The Man Who Found His Freedom” with the following cast: 
 
David Grindley    Mikey 
Avita Jay     Lily/Carer/Lou/Sheila 
Tim Blackwell   Gary/Carer/Pete 
Sadie Parsons    Sally/Carer/Debs/Shona 
Paul Tonkin   Carer/Trevor/Dean 
 
 
 
Director: Danielle McIlven 
Produced by: Space Productions 

 
The stage consists of a large square carpet, with a set of blinds upstage, 
representing a window, and a long cord dangling from the ceiling.  
There are two chairs and a small bed 
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“Extraordinary!” 
Female Arts, 2015 
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Act One 
Scene One 
MIKEY’s Room in a Home - 1980 

 
 
GARY and LILY enter 
LILY opens the blinds 

GARY: Well, this is alright, innit, Mum? 

LILY: It’s lovely. And you get to have your own room. 

GARY: I think you’ve landed on your wheels here, bruv. 

LILY: It’s like a five-star hotel, eh? 

GARY: Yeah, and you won’t have to put up with me snoring all night 
now, will ya?  

LILY: I’m so pleased for you, Mikey, you’re such a grown up now, 
getting your independence, living alone, leaving me alone… 

GARY: Mum, stop being soppy. We’re grown-ups now. Mikey boy 
moving in here, me moving in with Debs. Here, why ain’t you got 
curtains. Next time I come visit I’ll bring you the ones from our 
room, what do you reckon? 

LILY: That’ll be lovely, Gary.  

GARY: Oh, look at that, you even get a light switch over your bed. Isn’t 
that lovel…  

 
GARY pulls the cord, nothing happens 
 

 Oh, it’s broken. I’ll have a word with someone and make ‘em 
come fix it.  

LILY: I’ve packed you some pies, so you should be sorted for the next 
couple of days, and I saw there was a shop downstairs. 

GARY: And a bar! You’re sorted, mate!  

LILY: Oh, Gary, plug in his record player. We’ll put all your albums just 
there. 

 
SALLY enters 
 

SALLY: Hello, did you call me? 

GARY: Uhm… no… 
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SALLY: Are you sure? You didn’t pull the cord? 

GARY: Oh, that? Oh, I’m ever so sorry, yeah, I did do that. Sorry. I 
thought it was the light switch. 

SALLY: Right, no, it’s an emergency cord. For emergencies only.  

LILY: Oh, I’m really sorry about that, luv. We just got here. 

SALLY: Yes, you must be Michael, yeah? 

GARY: Tell you what, why don’t you call him Mikey. No one calls him 
Michael. 

SALLY: Alright. Sorry. Hello, Mikey, I’m Sally. I’m one of the helpers 
here. Did you have a nice journey? Good. Well, I’ll come back 
later and take you down for tea, is that alright? Great, so I’ll let 
you settle in. 

GARY: Listen, nurse, I brought him this nice little bottle of whiskey. He 
likes that. Maybe you could whet his whistle every once in a 
while? 

SALLY: You’re a bit of a party animal, are you, Mikey? Sure. Leave it 
with me.  

GARY: Oh, thank you. I appreciate that. 
 
SALLY leaves 
 

 Cor, bruv, she’s a bit of alright, innit. Why don’t you go home and 
I can stay here. 

LILY: Gary, don’t be rude! 

GARY: What? I’m just saying she ain’t bad to look at. 

MIKEY: When are you leaving? 

LILY: What do you mean when are we leaving? We only just got here! 
You want us to go? 

GARY: Oh, I get it, we’re crampin’ your style, eh? Alright, alright, we can 
take an hint. Come on, Mum. 

LILY: What do you mean, come on?  

GARY: He wants us to go, can’t you take an hint? 

LILY: Oh… Mikey, you want us to go?  
 
MIKEY nods 
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 Oh, I’m gonna miss you, son. But we’ll come visit every week, 
right, Gary? 

GARY: Course we will. 

LILY: Alright, love you, darling. Goodbye. 

GARY: Don’t forget! Brothers against the world, yeah! 
 
GARY and LILY leave  
MIKEY pulls the cord, SALLY enters 
 

SALLY: Is everything alright, Mikey? 

MIKEY: I would like a marmite sandwich. 

SALLY: Sorry? Say that again. 

MIKEY: I would like a marmite sandwich. 

SALLY: Sorry. I can’t understand what you’re saying. Say it again. 

MIKEY: I would like a marmite sandwich. 

SALLY: Uhm… Sorry, say it one word at a time. 

MIKEY: I… 

SALLY: Oh, hi? 

MIKEY: I. 

SALLY: Again.  

MIKEY: I… 

SALLY: Oh, I? You! I! 

MIKEY: Would… 

SALLY: Made? 

MIKEY: No. Would… 

SALLY: Have? 

MIKEY: Would… 

SALLY: Love? 

MIKEY: Would… 

SALLY: I’m sorry… say again. 
 
MIKEY points at a wooden chair 
 

SALLY: Chair… seat… comfortable. You want to sit on the chair? You 
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want to lay down? You want to go out? You… No. Chair, bed… 
wood? Wood! Oh, would. You would! Right. You would. What’s 
the next word? 

MIKEY: Like… 

SALLY: Like! This is getting easier now… 

MIKEY: A… 

SALLY: A! I’m on fire! You would like a… 

MIKEY: Marmite sandwich… 

SALLY: Jesus! What? Is that one word? No, it’s two words. What’s the 
first one? 

MIKEY: Marmite… 

SALLY: Aha! What’s the second one? 

MIKEY: Sandwich… 

SALLY: Salmon. You want some salmon? Smoked salmon? No. Not 
salmon, but something to eat, yes? You want something to eat, 
and we’ll figure out what it is. I have all the time in the world for 
you, Mikey.  

MIKEY: Sandwich… 

SALLY: Sandwich! There, I knew I’ll get there. What kind of sandwich? 

MIKEY: Marmite… 

SALLY: Mayonnaise? 

MIKEY: Marmite… 

SALLY: Butter? 

MIKEY: Marmite… 

SALLY: Spell it for me. 

MIKEY: M… 

SALLY: N? 

MIKEY: M… 

SALLY: F? 

MIKEY: M… 

SALLY: A… B… C… D… E… F… G… H… I… J… K… L… M… M! 
What’s the next letter? 

MIKEY: A… 
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SALLY: A? Are you sure it’s not mayonnaise? Right. M… A… Ma… 
Ma… what’s the next letter? 

MIKEY: R… 

SALLY: R? That’s an easy one. Mar… Margarine! Marmalade! You want 
a marmalade sandwich! Oh, that was tough but we got there… oh, 
not marmalade? What’s the next letter? 

MIKEY: M… 

SALLY: M again? Ok… Marm… marmite!  

MIKEY: Yes! 

SALLY: You want a marmite sandwich? 

MIKEY: Yes. 

SALLY: Well, why didn’t you just say so.  
 
SALLY closes the blinds, takes a record and puts it on  
TRACK: Dream a Little Dream by Ella Fitzgerald 
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Scene Two 
MIKEY’s Room - Time Passes 
 
 
MIKEY sits alone in his room 

FIRST CARER enters, moves MIKEY’s chair, opens the blinds and vacuums the carpet  
Exits 
SECOND CARER enters, closes the blinds, moves MIKEY’s chair, gives him some water 
Exits 
THIRD CARER enters, moves MIKEY’s chair and shaves him, opens the blinds  
Exits 
SALLY enters, makes the bed, halfway through, she closes the blinds, continues making the bed, 
empties the bin, gives MIKEY a swig of whiskey  
Exits 

FIRST CARER enters again, opens the blinds in frustration, vacuums the carpet and moves 
MIKEY’s chair  
Whilst still hoovering, SECOND CARER enters, closes the blinds, moves MIKEY’s chair, and 
gives him some water 
Whilst all this is happening, THIRD CARER enters, opens the blinds, moves MIKEY’s chair and 
the SECOND CARER and starts shaving MIKEY 
SALLY enters, puts up Christmas decorations 

THE CARERS keep entering and exiting, continuing doing and undoing the same jobs 
SALLY takes the Christmas decorations down 
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Scene Three 
MIKEY’s Room - 1984 
 
 
SALLY sits opposite MIKEY 
 

SALLY: Mikey, I have some news for you… I won the lottery and I bought 
us a boat!  

 
Beat 
 

 

 We are going to travel around the world!  
 
Beat 
 

 

 Mikey, I have some news for you… I spoke to the priest and we 
can have the church tomorrow! We’re getting married!  

 
Beat 
 

 

 Mikey, I have some news for you… I seem to have misplaced all 
my emotions. I don’t know where they are.  

 
Beat 
 

 

 Mikey, I have some news for you… I would like you to meet my 
fiancée, Kevin!  

 
Beat 
 

 

 Mikey, I have some news for you… My mum’s had a stroke, and 
I’m going to have to go back home and look after her for a bit, 
which means I won’t be able to work here anymore But I promise, 
I’ll come and visit every few months. Hey, don’t get upset. I don’t 
have a choice. I would love to come and visit more… I got you a 
leaving present, though.  

 
She takes out a record and plays it 
TRACK: Something Tells Me by Cila Black 

 I hope you like it.  
 

Scene Four 
MIKEY’s Room - Time Passes 
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FIRST CARER enters, moves MIKEY’s chair, opens the blinds and vacuums the carpet 
Exits 
SECOND CARER enters, gives MIKEY water, closes the blinds  
Exits 
THIRD CARER enters, moves MIKEY’s chair and shaves him, opens the blinds  
Exits 

A CARER enters 
 

CARER: Mikey, where’s your medicine? Have you been hiding it again? 
Where did you put it? Come on, Mikey, I don’t have time for this. 
Tell me now where you put it! Right, I’m going to count to ten, 
and you’re going to tell me where it is! One… two… three… 
four… five… 
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Scene Five 
Childhood Memory – 1970 
 
 
THE CHILDREN are playing hide and seek 
LOU is counting 
TREVOR, GARY and DEBS are hiding 
MIKEY is the base in the middle 
 

LOU: Six… seven… eight… nine… ten! ready or not, here I come!  
 
TREVOR and GARY run out and win 
 

GARY: Mikey, Mikey, safe! 

TREVOR: Mikey, Mikey, safe! 

GARY: Boys are the champions! 

LOU: Oh, that’s not fair. You’re always winning. I don’t want to be “it” 
anymore. 

GARY: What’s your problem? You still need to find Debs! 

LOU: Mikey, did you see where Debs is hiding? 
 
MIKEY points to DEBS, LOU finds her 
 

 I got you! You lose! 

DEBS: Hey! You’re cheating!  

LOU: No, I found you fair and square! 

DEBS: No, you didn’t! Mikey helped you.  

LOU: What? He didn’t help me. I didn’t find Gary and Trevor. You lost. 

DEBS: No, Mikey is supposed to be the base. He can’t be the base if he 
can see. We need to put a blindfold on him. 

GARY: No! You lost and now you’re it! 

DEBS: No, I’m not playing. You’re cheating and I’m not playing.  

GARY: Fine, so don’t play! Lou, you’re “it” again. 

LOU: No, that’s not fair! Debs, you lost. It’s your turn. 

DEBS: I’m not playing with this spaz! 

GARY: What did you say? 
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DEBS: Spaz! 

GARY: What did you call him? 

DEBS: A spaz! Coz that’s what he is! 

GARY: Shut your face and go home! I don’t want to play with you 
anyway. And don’t think I’m going down the youth club with you 
on Thursday! 

DEBS: Didn’t wanna go with you, anyway! Come on, Lou. Let’s go. 

LOU: Alright. 
 
LOU and DEBS leave 
 

GARY: I don’t know why we played with them anyway. Go on, Trevor, 
get your football. 

TREVOR: We can’t play football with Mikey. He can’t kick the ball. What? I 
didn’t mean anything. I just mean that he can’t kick a ball… 

GARY: Why don’t you go home ‘n all.  

TREVOR: Alright. I will. 
 
TREVOR leaves 
 

 

GARY: Don’t mind them. We don’t need no one. Brothers against the 
world, yeah? Come on, Mikey, let’s go home. It’s time for our tea. 
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Scene Six 
MIKEY’s Room - 1984 
 
 

 

GARY: Come on, Mikey, it’s time for our tea. We’re taking you out 
somewhere special.  

LILY: Where do you want to go? Harvester? 

GARY: Oh, bloody hell. I forgot those curtains again. 

MIKEY: I don’t want to go. 

GARY: Course you do. It took us three hours to get down here to see you. 
And I got some big news for you. 

LILY: What’s up Mikey? Why don’t you want to go? You haven’t eaten 
yet, have you? 

GARY: Mikey, come on, let’s go out and celebrate. 

MIKEY: No. 

LILY: Mikey, don’t be like that. Is it because we was late? It wasn’t our 
fault. It was the traffic.  

GARY: Come on, let’s go. 
 
GARY grabs the chair, MIKEY resists 
 

LILY: Mikey, behave yourself! Your brother has some news for you. 

GARY: Three hours it took us to get down here. Of course you’re going 
out. 

MIKEY: Sally left. 

LILY: Sally? What, the nice nurse? 

GARY: She gone, is she? Is that what you’re so cut up about? 

LILY: Oh, don’t worry about it. I’m sure there’ll be other nice nurses 
here. 

GARY: It’s not that, Mum. He was a bit in love with that one, wasn’t he? 

LILY: Don’t be silly, Mikey. Plenty of fish in the sea. Come on, let’s go 
out. Your brother has some news. 

GARY: Mum, I’m not sure this is the best time, is it? 

LILY: Course it is. He’ll be chuffed for you! 

GARY: Mum, it can wait… 
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LILY: Your brother’s getting married, Mikey. Isn’t that exciting? I’m so 
looking forward to a wedding. It will be lovely. So come on, let’s 
go and celebrate. 

 
A CARER 
enters 
 

 

CARER: Oh, hello. You’re still here. Are you staying for dinner, Mikey? 

GARY: No, we’re going to out, as it happens. 

CARER: Alright. 

MIKEY: No, I’m staying. 

CARER: Well, you need to decide now, please. 

MIKEY: Staying! 

GARY: Mikey, we’ve driven all this way to take you out to tea. 

MIKEY: Staying. 

LILY: Oh, leave him alone, Gary. If he wants to eat here, he can. 

CARER: So, you’ll be having your din… tea here, yeah? Alright. I’ll let 
them know. 

GARY: I’m gonna go have a ciggie, alright? And I’m going to give you 
time to sort your face out, and then we’ll go and have something 
to eat. 

 
GARY exits 
LILY goes to MIKEY 
 

LILY: Hey, Mikey, if you want to stay in, you can. You know we love 
you very much, right? You’re my little angel and I miss having 
you around. You know that, right? ‘Ere, how about I put on one of 
your records.  

 
LILY puts on a record 
TRACK: My Funny Valentine by Chet Baker 

 Remember how I used to sing this one to you when you was little? 
Always cheered you up. Goodbye, darling, cheer up. 

 

Act Two 
Scene One 
MIKEY’s Room - Time Passes 



	 16	

 
 

FIRST CARER enters in slow motion, opens the blinds, vacuums the carpet and moves MIKEY’s 
chair  
SECOND CARER enters, closes the blinds, moves MIKEY’s chair, gives MIKEY a drink  
THIRD CARER enters, opens the blinds, shaves MIKEY 
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Scene Two 
MIKEY’s Room – 1986 
 
 

FIRST CARER sits by MIKEY and tries to feed him, MIKEY resists 
SECOND CARER enters 
 

FIRST CARER: Right, Mikey, come on, open wide. 

SECOND CARER: How you getting on? 

FIRST CARER: Yeah, alright, just finishing here and going for a fag break, 
wanna come? 

SECOND CARER: Can’t, they’ve sent me up ‘ere to wait for the meat wagon. 
‘Ere, you heard about poor ol’ mental Moreen? 

FIRST CARER: Oh, yeah, poor mare.  

SECOND CARER: That was all a bit sudden, weren’t it? 

FIRST CARER: It’s the ninth one dying in six weeks.  

SECOND CARER: I know, what are they putting in their food, eh? 

FIRST CARER: Yeah, poisoning their tea probably, eh? 

SECOND CARER: Yeah. I suppose I could see you later. 

FIRST CARER: Yeah, alright. See you later. Come on, Mikey, I don’t have 
all day. 
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Scene Three 
Fantasy Scene 
 
 
THE CARERS run in, dressed like mad scientists and holding a vial 
 

FIRST CARER: We did it! 

SECOND CARER: We cracked it! 

THIRD CARER: What is it? 

FIRST CARER: We have created the ultimate poison! 

SECOND CARER: Odourless. 

FIRST CARER: Tasteless. 

SECOND CARER: undetectable. 

FIRST CARER: It’s perfect. 

THIRD CARER: Finally. So we can start getting rid of them, and we’ll be 
in the clear! 

FIRST CARER: And the more that die, the less we have to do! 

SECOND CARER: So who should we test it on first? 

THIRD CARER: What about Room nine? 

FIRST CARER: Oh, she’s on her way out anyway. 

SECOND CARER: Room six? 

FIRST CARER: Too many family members, they might get suspicious. 

THIRD CARER: What about room thirty-nine? That Mikey fella is always 
playin’ up. 

SECOND CARER: He’s such a trouble maker! 

FIRST CARER: Perfect. Just break one of these into his tea and it’ll all be 
sorted. 
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Scene Four 
MIKEY’s Room – 1986 
 
 
FIRST CARER enters the room angrily 
 

FIRST CARER:   Mikey, I’ve already been told off because of you! 
Apparently you’ve not been drinking enough and 
apparently I’m not doing my job properly, so, my Lord, 
here’s your tea, and I’m gonna make sure you drink it all. 
So come on, open your mouth. 

 
MIKEY objects 
 

 

 Don’t play games with me, Mikey. I don’t have time for 
that. Now open your bleedin’ mouth or I get a crowbar 
and open it for you. What are you doing?  

 
FIRST CARER puts the breaks on the wheelchair 
 

 Stay still, Mikey, I don’t have the time or energy for this.  
 
As FIRST CARER becomes more violent, MIKEY takes off the footrest from his chair. FIRST 
CARER grabs it from him 
 

 What do you think you’re doing? Stay still or else… 
 
SECOND CARER enters  
 

 

SECOND CARER: What’s going on here? 

FIRST CARER: He was threatening me with this footrest. Wanted to hit 
me with it. 

SECOND CARER: Did you now, you little shit? What do you think you’re 
playing at? We don’t tolerate no violence in this place. 

 
SECOND CARER grabs MIKEY aggressively  
 

 Shut up and open your mouth. Come on, you need to eat 
and drink so you can start walking, otherwise you’ll just 
stay in your wheelchair all your life, living off my taxes! 
So come on. 
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FIRST CARER: Mikey, if you don’t start behaving, we’re never gonna let 
you out of this room. You’ll just sit here, on your own, in 
silence. Is that what you want?  

 
As they get more violent, DEAN enters 
 

DEAN: Oi, what’s going on here? 

SECOND CARER: Don’t worry about it. We’re just feeding him. 

DEAN: Feeding him? Torturing him, more like. I could hear him 
screaming halfway down the hallway. 

SECOND CARER: Mind your own business. We know what we’re doing. 

FIRST CARER: He was going to hit me with his footrest. 

DEAN: Yeah, I doubt that. Let go of him! I’ll feed him, alright?  

SECOND CARER: Suit yourself. 

FIRST CARER: Be careful, he bites. 

DEAN: Yeah, well, so do I. 
 
THE TWO CARERS 
leave 
 

 

 You alright, mate? Sorry about that. Does that happen 
often? Oh, sorry, My name’s Dean. I’m new here. What’s 
your name?  

MIKEY: Mikey. 

DEAN: Sorry, what was that?  

MIKEY: Mikey. 

DEAN: Mikey. Nice to meet you, mate. I can’t believe they get 
like that here. I might have to have a word with matron. 

MIKEY: No. 

DEAN: No? Are you sure? They shouldn’t be treating you like 
that.  

MIKEY: They put something in my tea. 

DEAN: What do you mean? They put something in your tea? I 
doubt that, mate. I don’t think they’d go that far. 

 
Pause 
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 I’ll tell you what, I’ll have a sip of your tea, and if I’m 
alright in five minutes, you have to drink the rest. Does 
that sound good to you? 

 
DEAN takes a sip of MIKEY’s tea 
 

 It’s alright so far. Just a waiting game, now, mate. Oooh, 
I’m nervous. 

 
DEAN pretends to choke and die 
MIKEY approaches him and checks on him 
 

 Just joking, mate. I’m not choking. Just joking. It’s 
alright, Mikey. Now you gotta drink. A deal’s a deal. You 
wanna hear a joke? A screwdriver walks into a bar. The 
bartender says to him, “hey we have a drink named after 
you.” The screwdriver says to him, “What, you have a 
drink named Reg?” I’m here to look after you now. Tell 
you what, how about we go out for a walk and fresh air? 

MIKEY: I’m not allowed. 

DEAN: What do you mean you’re not allowed? You will go out 
whenever and wherever you like. Where would you like to 
go? 

MIKEY: Pub. 

DEAN: Yeah, I know you want to go out, but where? 

MIKEY: Pub. 

DEAN: Pub? Right… I didn’t have you down as a drinker. What’s 
your poison? 

MIKEY: Whiskey. 

DEAN: Whiskey? Top man! Well, the pub’s closed now, but tell 
you what. Instead of us going to the pub, why don’t I 
bring the pub here! Would you like that? Right. I know 
the best pub in the world. Here’s our chairs, and our table. 
Oooh, a bit wobbly. Nothing a few beer mats won’t fix. 
Now, mate, the air is thick with stale smoke and every 
table has an ashtray that hasn’t been emptied since WWII. 
And in the corner is a juke box. Shall I put a song on? OK, 
well let’s get this party started.  
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DEAN goes through MIKEY’s album collection 
 

 Right, what have we got here? No… no… no… no… 
no… no… no… no… yes! Good choice, Mikey. One of 
my favourite songs on this one. 

 
DEAN puts a record on 
TRACK: Wild Boys by Duran Duran 
 

 Now we’re warming up. There’s a disco every Friday 
night. Then there’s the carpet which stinks of piss and 
vinegar, and sticks to your feet so you can barely make it 
to the bar, but when you do, you’re greeted by one-eyed 
Pete, who can barely see his feet.  He lost his eye when he 
was bottled one New Year’s Eve. You alright, Pete? 

PETE: Deano, what are you having? 

DEAN: I’ll have a pint and a whiskey. (looks at Mikey) Make it a 
double! Now, outside, Pete’s smiling but inside he’s 
crying. His wife left him, you see, for Barry the Butcher. 
It was an ofal affair. Then there’s the girls.  

SHONA/SHEILA: Alright, Dean? 

DEAN: Alright, girls? Shona and Sheila. The best drinking 
partners any man can wish for. Play your cards right, 
mate, you might be out down by the bins with them later.  

SHONA/SHEILA: If you’re lucky. 

DEAN: What are you having, girls? 

SHONA/SHEILA: Malibu and coke. 

DEAN: And shall we do some shots? 

SHONA/SHEILA: Yeah! 

DEAN: And it’s all on me! 

PETE: Put your money away, Dean. It’s a free bar, tonight. I just 
need to go and get some bottles up. 

 
DEAN, SHEILA and SHONA sit down 
 

SHEILA: Who’s your friend, Dean? 

DEAN: This is Mikey. Mikey, say hello to the ladies. 
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PETE brings the drinks 
 

 

 Alright, let’s do shots! On three! One… Two… Three… 
 
They down the shots 
 

 

SHONA: Pete, you doing a lock in today? 

PETE: Does the pope shit in the woods.  

ALL: It’s always a lock in at the Wig Chief! 

SHEILA: Shall we have a dance? Come on Mikey. You wanna 
dance with me? 

 
They all dance and sing 
 

 

DEAN: But Mikey, we have to make sure we’re out of there by 
midnight, because it always kicks off. Someone rubs 
someone the wrong way, they spill a pint, they start 
threatening, and someone gets their shit… 

 
A CARER enters 
 

 

CARER: Can you turn this racket down, please? This isn’t a 
discotheque! 

DEAN: Sorry! 
 
DEAN and MIKEY share a laugh as the CARER turns the music down and leaves 
 

 Right, Mikey. I better go do some proper work, but shall 
we go to the pub again tomorrow? Alright, mate. I’ll see 
you tomorrow, same time, yeah? 

 
Scene Five 
MIKEY’s Room - Time Passes 
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FIRST CARER enters, open the blinds, hoovers and moves the chair  
Exits 
DEAN enters, closes the blinds, moves the chair, gives MIKEY a swig of whiskey, and takes a 
swig himself  
Exits 
SECOND CARER enters, makes the bed, halfway through closes the blinds, continues making 
the bed, empties the bin 
Exits 
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Scene Six 
MIKEY’s Room – 1988 
 
 

GARY sits with MIKEY 
 

GARY: So, the other fella, runs straight into the copper, but it was Trevor 
what got done. But he’ll get out after a couple of months, but can 
you imagine Trevor not able to go down the pub when he wants?  

 
Long awkward silence 
 

 Oh, God, I forgot to bring them bloody curtains. Mum put them 
out special and everything. Sorry I ain’t been here for a while, it 
just I’m so busy. What with Debs being pregnant again. Ahhh, I 
never told ya, we only found out the other day, she’s having 
twins. Must run in the family, eh? You understand, don’t ya. I got 
a family of my own now. And now that we’re buying a flat off the 
council, I can’t always afford to put petrol in the motor.   

 
Long silence 
 

 Right, I’m gonna get going now. It took me a couple of hours to 
get down here and it might take me even 3 what with traffic, and I 
don’t like to leave Debs for too long. But you’re alright here, 
aren’t you? You seem alright. And don’t forget, Brothers against 
the world. I got a birthday present for you.  

 
He takes out a birthday present and starts singing 
 

 Happy birthday to us 
Happy birthday to us 
Happy birthday Mikey and Gary 
Happy birthday to us 

 Debs picked it for you, but I’m sure you’re going to really like it. 
It’s all relaxing and everything. 

 
He takes out a Sade album and puts it on 
TRACK: Smooth Operator by Sade 
 

 Right, bruv, see ya soon. 
 

GARY exits 
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Scene Seven 
MIKEY’s Room – Time Passes 
 
 
FIRST CARER enters moves the chair, closes the blinds and hoovers  
Exits 
SECOND CARER enters, moves MIKEY and shaves him, opens the blinds  
Exits 
DEAN enters and sits next to MIKEY, clearly hangover, he gives MIKEY a swig of Whiskey and 
takes one himself 
 

DEAN: What is this shit we’re listening to?  

MIKEY: Turn it off. 

DEAN: Who gave it to you? Your brother? Does he hate you?  
 
DEAN turns the music off and sits next to him in silence 
 

 Oh… that’s better. I’ve got a cracking headache. 

MIKEY: You have a date tonight? 

DEAN: I hope so. If she turns up. 

MIKEY: Where will you take her? 

DEAN: Where do you think I should take her? 
 
MIKEY starts laughing 
 

 I know where you’d like to take her. 
 
They both laugh 
Long pause 
 

 Time don’t half stand still in here. 
 
Long pause 
DEAN looks at his watch 
 

 Right, that’s me done for the day. Catch you later. 

MIKEY: Don’t go. 

DEAN: Hold on to that thought, and we’ll continue this conversation 
tomorrow. Wish me luck for tonight.  
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Scene Eight 
MIKEY’s Room – 1995 
 
 
SALLY enters 
 

 

SALLY: Hello. Listen, I can’t stay long. I just wanted to run an idea by 
you and see what you thought. How would you feel about having 
your own flat? They started housing people from here in their 
own places, and I thought why don’t we get you one as well? You 
will have your own lounge, your own kitchen, your own set of 
keys so you could decide who comes and when. Do you think 
you’d like that?  

 
MIKEY nods 
 

 

 Thought so. But listen, it’s not going to be easy to get one of 
these. People around here don’t think you can cope, but I think we 
both know that’s not true. So in fact, after surviving 13 years… 

MIKEY: 15! 

SALLY: Wow. 15! After surviving 15 years in this place, you’re more than 
capable, but we have to move quickly and we will need to fight. 
Now, I’ve had a chat with Dean, because you’re going to have to 
have a full-time carer living with you, and he’s up for being your 
1-2-1. You like Dean, don’t you? 

MIKEY: What about you? 

SALLY: Oh, Mikey, it can’t be me. I really can’t leave mum. But it’ll be 
great. Just you and Dean in a lads flat, like Men Behaving Badly.  
Now, look, if you want this, I’ll need to call your mum, but I 
wanted to get your approval first. So, what do you think?  
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Scene Nine 
I Want a Flat – 1995 
 
 
THE CARERS enter and exit the room doing their regular tasks 
MIKEY stops each of them and says “I want a flat” 
Some carers ignore him, some engage in responding (“You can’t live alone”, “What do you 
want from me?”, “Stop bothering me”, etc.) 
The scene becomes more and more chaotic and loud 
Finally, DEAN enters 
 

DEAN: We got the flat. Look, Mikey. It says here we got it. Isn’t that 
great? Look, here’s the living room, quite big, and here’s the 
kitchen and the bedroom. We’ll have to fight for that. And look 
outside the window, a swimming pool and a sauna, a games room, 
a whole music room, and it comes with your own private butler. 

 
FLAT SONG (based on “Be Our Guest” from Beauty and the Beast) 
 

 Ah welcome and good day, m’lord 
How kind of you to come 
Your wait is almost over 
Your time has just begun 
Yes here it is your pad 
Your flat 
It’s yours that's no surprise 
But what's in store, let's wait more 
Roll up and step inside 

 In your flat, in your flat 
There's much room to swing a cat 
Don't believe me, think I'm lying 
Go ahead and swing a lion 
All the latest kitchenware 
A bathroom free from pubic hair 
A front room for socialising 
Now your stress is minimising 

 All the food you can eat 
A Swedish maid to rub your feet 
Want some whiskey? We've got plenty! 
Lots of neighbours, they're all friendly 
Any hat for your head 
All silk sheets for your bed 
In your flat, yes your flat, in your flat 
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 In your flat, In your flat 
There's electric this and that 
The best Hifi, we can offer 
'Fixed you up like, good and proper' 
The whole family, they're all here 
Everyday throughout the year 
People stop and they all listen 
To your jokes that they've been missing 

 In your flat, everyday 
You're fulfilled in every way 
Who could want for more 
This really is the best 
So now you're here at last 
It's time to raise a glass 
To your flat, to your flat 
come on in and chew the fat 
In your flat, in your flat, in your flat 

 In your flat, in your flat 
You're the king and that's a fact 
It's you're palace with a throne all of your own 
Your taste is getting dearer 
While your life's becoming clearer 
In your flat, in your flat 
In your flat, in your flat 
In 
Your 
Flat 

 (spoken) Everything you've waited for, is right behind this door. 
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Act Three 
Scene One  
Flat – 1995 
 
 
GARY and LILY are with MIKEY 
 

GARY: Well, this is nice, innit? 

LILY: It’s lovely. And you get to have your own flat. 

GARY: You certainly landed on your wheels this time. 

LILY: Mikey, this is perfect!  

GARY: Does this mean you’re a proper grown up now?  

LILY: Oh, Gary, don’t tease your brother. This is such a nice flat, and 
the neighbourhood seems really nice. 

GARY: ‘ere, you spotted any nice-looking girls what you gonna stalk? 

LILY: Stop it, Gary. 

GARY: Still ain’t got no curtains though, have ya. 

LILY: Stop going on about the curtains. I’m not starting that all over 
again. These blinds are lovely, right, Mikey? 

GARY: Right, so we better leave you to it.  

LILY: Dean’s gone out to the shop, so he should be back soon. 

GARY: Mum, I need to go to the shops. It’s the twins’ first day at school 
next week. 

LILY: Alright, Gary, let’s go then. We’ll be back soon, Mikey, alright? 

 
LILY and GARY are about to leave as DEAN enters with bags full of bottles of wine 
 

GARY: You alright, fella?  

DEAN: Alright? You two still here? 

GARY: We’re just leaving now, mate. 

LILY: Let you two settle in. 

GARY: Got some essentials for the house, yeah? 

DEAN: Yeah. Just some… uhm… basics. 

LILY: Alright then, Dean. We’ll see you soon. 
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GARY: See ya. 
 
GARY and LILY exit 
 

DEAN: Alright, Mikey. I got some whiskey to celebrate our new flat.  
 
DEAN sits next to MIKEY, as they share a bottle 
 

 This is it, Mikey. This is the life. We can do whatever we want 
now. What do you want to do? We can order pizza. We can stay 
up all night listening to music. We can go on holiday to Skegness. 
No, we should stay here. Enjoy our freedom, eh? You know what 
we should do? You and me? We should form a band! Can you 
play anything? Wait here. 

 
DEAN goes and gets a guitar 
 

 What do you reckon? I can play, you can drum with your feet. 
Sounds good? 

 
They start playing, it doesn’t sound good 
 

 Right, that’s enough practice for today. I think it’s time to 
celebrate. I love this tune! 

 
DEAN puts on an album 
TRACK: Kinky Afro by The Happy Mondays 
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Scene Two 
Flat - Time Passes 
 
 
DEAN enters on different days with more alcohol and an excuse to celebrate 
The house gradually becomes a mess 
 

DEAN: Happy Fuckin, Friday! Let’s celebrate. That’ll see us through the 
weekend. 

 Happy Thursday, mate! That’ll see us through the weekend. 

 Happy Wednesday, mate! That’ll see us through the weekend. 

 Happy Monday! That’ll see us through the weekend. 
 
DEAN sits next to MIKEY and helps him drink 
FIRST CARER enters, opens the blinds, empties the vacuum cleaner bag on the carpet  
Exits 
SECOND CARER enters, closes the blinds, empties the shaving machine on the carpet  
Exits 
THIRD CARER enters, messes the bed, halfway through closes the blinds, then continue 
messing the bed, and empties the bin on the floor 
Exits 
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Scene Three 
Flat – 1996 
 
 
DEAN and MIKEY are hangover 
DEAN closes the blinds 
 

DEAN: Mikey, will it be alright if I go out for a few hours, tonight? 
You’ll be fine on your own, won’t ya, mate? I’ll put your phone 
next to you for emergencies only. I promise I won’t be long. 
Good man. I really appreciate it. Listen, your mum rang again, 
she really wants to come and visit. Are you sure you don’t want to 
see any of them? 

MIKEY: Yes. 

DEAN: Alright. It’s your call. Probably for the best, eh? Just us two. 
 
DEAN gets up 
 

 

 Oh, and I’m sorry to ask for this, you know I never normally ask, 
but can I borrow a fiver off you? I’ll pay you back on Friday, I 
promise. I’m a bit skint at the moment, is that OK? Good man. 
Right… 

 
DEAN goes to MIKEY’s wallet 
 

 Oh, you only have a 20, mate. Do you mind if I take it? I’ll give 
you the change back later, Alright? Thanks for that, Mikey. 

MIKEY: Can I come? 

DEAN: Can you come? It’s not really that kind of night. 
 
MIKEY is left alone and starts crying 
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Scene Four 
Childhood memory – 1962 
 
 
LILY sits next to MIKEY’s cot 

LILY: Oh, Mikey, don’t cry, come here, little angel. You’re my 
wonderful little boy, aren’t you? I love you very much. I’ll sing 
you a song and everything will be alright again. 

 
LILY starts singing My Funny Valentine 
 

 Good night, darling. 
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Scene Five 
Flat – 1998 
 
 
SALLY enters the very messy flat 
 

SALLY: Mikey, I’ve brought you some of my mum’s records. I’ve been 
clearing her house, and… I would put one on, if I could find the 
record player in this mess. Mikey, Where’s Dean? This place is a 
tip. It stinks of alcohol. I can’t believe he’s let it get like this. Are 
you alright? 

MIKEY: Get out! 

SALLY: Don’t be rude. I’m not getting out. What’s wrong with you? Oh, 
bloody hell, Mikey. What are all these empty bottles here? How 
much have you been drinking? Are you drunk now? I’m gonna 
wait for Dean. 

 
MIKEY starts kicking her 
 

MIKEY: Get out! Are you deaf!  

SALLY: What’s the matter with you? Why do you want me to go? 
 
MIKEY pushes the chairs 
 

MIKEY: I’m glad your mum’s dead! 
 
Long pause 
SALLY leaves 
MIKEY is alone, upset 
DEAN enters 
 

DEAN: I’m back, Mikey. When’s your Sally coming? What, she’s already 
been? She was supposed to come later. Why didn’t you tell me? I 
would have tidied up the house. Is she why you’re like this? Did 
she upset you? If she did, I’ll give her a slap for you, mate. 
Maybe no more morning drinks for you, then. Alright, Mikey, it’s 
probably best I’ll leave you alone. Let you calm down. I’ll get out 
of your hair, but I am a bit skint, so I need some cash.  

MIKEY: No! 

DEAN: What do you mean no? It’s only a couple of quid to sort me out 
until the end of the week. Oh, come on, you ungrateful sod. I look 
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after you 24/7. Every single day I get you up, wash you, clean 
you, get your food and drink. You think that’s fair? I’m only 
asking for a few quid. What if I don’t feed you? You’d like that? 
How about I put you in this corner, put your breaks on and leave 
you for a week, eh? If you don’t have me, do you know what will 
happen? They’ll put you back in the home. Is that what you want? 
You wanna go back to the home? Fine. Sorry, I’m just lashing out 
a bit. I’ve got my own shit to deal with. It’s your money, your 
call. Right, I’ll get you a drink.  

 
Goes to the MIKEY’s bag, takes out some money and a drink 
 

 There, you see? Despite you being a little shit, I still take care of 
you, so don’t forget that. I’m the only one who cares for you, 
Mikey. And tell you what, when I’m back, we can do some more 
band practice, how does that sound? Right, I’ll leave you now.  

 
DEAN turns the light off and leaves 
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Scene Six 
Fantasy scene 
 
 
MIKEY is alone on stage 
 

ANNOUNCER: The train now approaching platform 4 does not stop at this 
station. All passengers are advised to stay clear of the platform 
edge. 

 
MIKEY propels himself forward 
Train crash 
 

LILY/GARY:  (shout) Mikey, are you alright?! 
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Scene Seven 
Flat – 2000 
 
 
GARY and LILY visit MIKEY 
 

LILY: Mikey, are you alright? It’s good to see you.  
 
Long pause 
 

 

 Weather’s been quite wild, hasn’t it? 

GARY: You been looking after yourself? 

LILY: I don’t know if it’s hot or cold. I missed you.  

GARY: We both missed you. 

LILY: Apparently it’s gonna rain later. I just wanted to check how you’re 
getting on. 

MIKEY: You better come in, now that you’re here. 

GARY: Thank you, bruv. We do appreciate it. Mum, he’s just skin and bones. 

LILY: Mikey, do you want us to get you some food? 
 
Pause 
 

 

GARY: The kids have been asking after you. 

LILY: So how have you been? 

GARY: We only come to make sure you was alright. 

LILY: I don’t know what we did to you, but I’m sorry for whatever it was. I 
know you told them you didn’t want to see us. I haven’t slept a wink 
since... We’re just worried about you. 

GARY: And we miss you. 

LILY: If you’re angry with us... I’m sorry. (to Gary) I don’t know what to do. 

GARY: If he don’t want our help, there’s nothing we can do. 

LILY: Mikey, we’re your family. We love you. (to Gary) I can’t see him like 
this. 

GARY: Mum, why don’t you go wait in the car? 
 
LILY goes to hug MIKEY, he rejects her 
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LILY: He doesn’t want me here. 
 
LILY exits 
 

 

GARY: Just coz you’re in a chair don’t mean you aren’t a bloody dick! 
Mum’s been on the phone to social services every week, trying to 
come and see you. Why won’t you see her? 

MIKEY: I hate you. 

GARY: Yeah, well. I hate you right back! 

MIKEY: I want you to die! 

GARY: You want me to die? Is that what you said to me? After everything 
what I’ve done for you? Always sticking up for you, always fighting 
your corner. And what about me? Coz you were all… and I was… 
Just you against the world? Is that what you want? 

MIKEY: Fuck off! 

GARY: Yeah, I will fuck off. And you can fuck off an’ all. 
 
GARY exits 
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Scene Eight 
Nightmare Fantasy 
 
 
My Funny Valentine plays 

MIKEY sits alone in his room 
DEAN sings the song badly 
LILY and GARY enter with birthday cake 

GARY: (sings) Happy birthday to us, happy birthday to us, happy birthday 
shitty fuck-face, happy birthday to us. 

 
LILY exits as a CARER enters 
 

CARER: Come on, Mikey, time for your dindins… 

 
CARER exits as SALLY enters  
 
SALLY: Mikey, I want to eat you up. I love you! 
 
SALLY comes to MIKEY, but before reaching him, is pulled back by DEAN, they kiss and exit as 
GARY enters and starts throwing Brussels sprouts on MIKEY 
 

GARY: Mum, Mikey isn’t eating his Brussels sprouts 

LILY: Eat your greens, Mikey. 
 
GARY exits as TREVOR, LOU and DEBS enters circling MIKEY 
 

DEBS: Spaz always cheats. 

TREVOR: Spaz can’t kick a ball. 
 
TREVOR, LOU and DEBS exit as PETE enters 
 

PETE: Last orders! Last orders before we bottle you all up! 
 
PETE exits as FIRST CARER enters, hoovers with MIKEY’s chair as a hoover and exits 
SECOND CARER enters, force feeds MIKEY and exits 
THIRD CARER enters, shakes MIKEY and exits 
DEAN enters holding a fork and goes to stab MIKEY 
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Scene Nine 
Flat – 2000 
 
 
DEAN is feeding MIKEY 
 

DEAN: Mikey, will you just eat the food? I’ve had it up to here now, mate! 
Now open your mouth and fuckin’ eat. 

MIKEY: I don’t want you here! 

DEAN: Really? You don’t want me here? News flash, I don’t want to be here 
either. So you want to go back to the home, yeah? Where they poison 
your tea? You wouldn’t last five minutes without me. If I go, nobody 
will find you for weeks! I’m all you’ve got. 

MIKEY: I will tell them you hit me! 

DEAN: You will tell them I hit you? I’ve never laid a finger on you!  

MIKEY: I am not a liar. 

DEAN: You are a liar.  

MIKEY: Sit down. 

DEAN: Go on then. Call the police and tell them that I hit you! Who do you 
think they’ll believe? I think you’re forgetting who is the carer and 
who is the nutter! 

 
MIKEY spits on DEAN 
 

 You dirty cunt.  
 
DEAN angrily swings at the record player and hits the records 
MIKEY tries to get the footrest 
 

 What do you think you’re doing? Oh, you want to hit me? Come on, 
and take a swing at me. Go on, then. Well you missed!  

 
DEAN grabs the footrest off MIKEY and hits the record 
 

 There, you missed again. 
 
He hits more records 
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 And again. And again. And again! And again! And again! 
 
DEAN continues until all the records are broken 
 

 Look at all the mess you’ve made.  
 
MIKEY tries to get out of the chair 
 

 See, you can’t even get out of the chair without me. 
 
DEAN goes to MIKEY and releases him from his chair onto the records, exits, leaving MIKEY 
helpless on the floor 
MIKEY gets on his knees and with great difficulty reaches the phone and dials 
 

MIKEY: Help me, brother. Help me, Mum.  
 
GARY and LILY enter and pick MIKEY up, putting him back in his chair 
They gradually start tidying the room 
As the next scene continues, the carers come and tidy the room, clean MIKEY up, roll up the 
carpet and re-set MIKEY’s bedroom in a new Home to look open and comfortable 
 

GARY: Well, this is alright, innit, Mum? 

LILY: It’s lovely. 

GARY: These curtains are really nice, no? 

LILY: Oh, Gary, plug in his CD player. We’ll put all your lovely new 
CDs right here for you. 

 
GARY sets the CD player up 
Long pause 
 

GARY: Alright, come on, Mum. 

LILY: Oh, I’m gonna miss you, son. But we’ll come visit every week, 
right, Gary? 

GARY: ‘Course we will. 

LILY: Alright, love you, darling. Goodbye. 

GARY: Don’t forget! Brothers against the world, yeah! 

 
THE END 


